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Halloween at the Library

Knox City Council sets 
Special Election for May 
2024 to dissolve EDC
DON THOMPSON  |  NEWS-COURIER

KNOX CITY – City Ad-
ministrator Dustin Brad-
ley reported the Knox City 
Council met in regular 
session on Oct. 17. The 
council discussed calling 
a special election regard-
ing sales tax percentage 
received by the Knox City 
Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC). The 
council voted to place on 
the ballot for May 2024 
the proposal to dissolve 
the EDC. 

Police Officer Eddie 
Blackburn addressed the 
council about his con-
cerns for out-of-pocket 
medical expenses due 
to the high deductible 
required to be met before 
the city employee insur-
ance will cover expenses. 
The council asked City 
Administrator Bradley 
to contact TML for more 
information. Many Texas 
cities and other Texas 
governmental entities 
use TML (Texas Municipal 
League Intergovernmen-
tal Risk Pool) for medical 

insurance for city em-
ployees and other types 
of insurance including 
Workmen’s Compensa-
tion, property, and liabil-
ity coverage.  

Fireman Michael Over-
meyer reported the Fire 
Department responded to 
“nine calls in September; 
six fires, two LZ calls and 
one 10-50 call.” An “LZ 
call” refers to a Landing 
Zone call, which means 
a fire truck will establish 
a safe landing zone and 
serve as a focal point for 
an approaching or depart-
ing helicopter called to 
a scene. A “10-50 call” 
means “take a report about 
a person suspected under 
the influence of narcotics”. 

The council voted to 
proceed with a lease for a 
backhoe from Warren Cat 
for $1,339.

Topics such as approv-
ing the minutes from pre-
vious meeting, paying 
monthly bills, and other 
routine matters were ad-
dressed and the council 
adjourned shortly after 
8:00 p.m.

AMANDA BURBANK | CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY

MUNDAY - The Munday City - 
County Library hosted a Halloween 
event Saturday morning Oct. 21. 
Librarian Amanda Burbank read 
“Arthur’s Halloween” by Marc Brown. 

The library had a big turnout with 
kids and parents ready for library 
fun. Kids of all ages came to show off 
their Halloween costumes, enjoy a 
festive story, create a haunted house, 
and enjoy trick or treat candy and 
vampire teeth. 

The library enjoys the opportunity 
of bringing their patrons together to 
celebrate the love of their library. The 
library looks forward to hosting a 
Thanksgiving event and a Christmas 
event in the following months.

HALLOWEEN AT THE LIBRARY Library participants showing off their costumes and crafts on Oct. 21   |  PHOTO BY AMANDA BURBANK

Benjamin schools adopt 4-day week schedule
DON THOMPSON  |  NEWS-COURIER

BENJAMIN – From Au-
gust through September, 
Benjamin schools had a 
5-day week schedule with
long days, 7:35 a.m. to 4:10 
p.m., Monday through
Thursday with an early
release at 2:15 p.m. on
Friday, then went to the
4-day week schedule be-
ginning Oct. 2.

“This is a new process 
for us and we are still in 
the infancy stages of the 
4-day week, but I feel it is
going well,” said Benja-
min ISD Superintendent
Dr. Josh Smith. “I believe
that everyone likes the
4-day week and realizes
the importance of getting
through the material dur-
ing that time.”

M o n d ay s  a r e  n o w 
used as incentive days 
for students that are fail-

ing, struggling with at-
tendance, and can also 
be used for discipline 
purposes. Teachers and 
administrators are there 
during those days to assist 
on a rotating basis. 

“I believe that now we 
are getting the benefit of 
the extra time to take care 
of appointments and other 
items that are difficult 
to accomplish outside of 
the normal work week 
without having to use a 
personal day to get those 
things done,” added Dr. 
Smith. 

“This fact alone should 
keep our teachers and 
students in the classroom 
more consistently, which 
helps our instruction and 
our attendance. It is also a 
benefit financially to save 
on fuel and utilities by op-
erating four days a week 
instead of five. We won’t 

be able to fully calculate 
that benefit until the end 
of the school year, but I 
feel it will be fairly sig-
nificant. We also feel that 
students will be more well 
rested and ready to learn. 
A vast majority of our 
students are involved in 
multiple extracurricular 
activities and benefit from 
the extra rest and time 
with their family as well.”

While Benjamin admin-
istrators are still evaluat-
ing the process of the 4-day 
week, they feel it has been 
successful to this point in 
the school year. 

Munday and Knox City 
have not adopted this 
schedule.

“We have not adopted a 
schedule or calendar like 
that,” said Troy Parton, 
Superintendent at Mun-
day CISD. “We did build 
in more professional de-

velopment and a parent – 
teacher conference day on 
November 1st. We consid-
ered a couple of different 
options, but decided the 
traditional five-day week 
was best for our students 
and community.” 

Knox City is also staying 
on a traditional  five-day 
schedule.  Knox City has 
scheduled staff develop-
ment  days at the end of 
each six-week grading peri-
od to allow the staff to have 
meetings and training. 

“We feel like our stu-
dents benefit from that 
extra time in the class-
room and don’t want to 
burden our elementary 
age students with any 
longer of a school day 
that would  have to come 
with moving to a 4-day 
week,” commented Colin 
Howeth, Superintendent 
at Knox City CISD.   “We 
understand that there are 
benefits and problems 
with both systems, just 
for now we feel that the 
benefits of a 5-day week 
outweigh the problems 
that we would face with 
a 4-day week. We are not 
opposed to revisiting this 
thought process in the 
future.” MARY JANE YOUNG | WICHITA-BRAZOS MUSEUM

BENJAMIN - The Knox County Historical Commission is 
preparing for the annual Veterans Day Memorial program 
to be held Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, at 11 a.m., at the Wichita 
- Brazos Museum, 200 W. Hayes St. in Benjamin, to honor
and pay tribute to the Knox County Veterans of the military 
of all wars, who gave so much for so many.

Speakers will be sixth-grade students from Munday, 
Knox City, and Benjamin Schools, who have won first place 
in the “Veterans Story and Poster Contest”. Posters from 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be on display at the 
Museum from 9 to 11 a.m. and 12 to 2 p.m.

A special guest, Col. Jason Morgan from Munday, sta-
tioned at Fort Bliss, El Paso, TX., will be speaking also.

There will be a hamburger meal following the program 
at the Benjamin Memorial Building, 205 S. Stewart St. in 
Benjamin.

For additional information, call 940-459-2229, 2:00 - 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Veterans Day Memorial 
program planned by Knox 
County Historical Commission 

VETERANS MEMORIAL in Benjamin honoring our all Knox County 
Veterans of the military of all wars.  |  COURTESY PHOTO

MUNDAY ELEMENTARY Munday Elementary’s Pre-Kindergarten class visited the fire station last 
week. Teacher Shelby Josselet and her students were taught about fire safety, they tried on the 
fireman’s gear, got to spray the water hose, and ride the fire truck back to school.  |  COURTESY PHOTO

MES Pre-K visits fire station

Inquire about 5-newspaper network buys covering a 10-county 
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The origin of the name Llano Estacado, which means 
“staked plain” or “palisaded plain,” is uncertain. One of the 
first European explorers to describe the flat, featureless 
region that encompasses much of present-day West 
Texas and eastern New Mexico was Francisco Vázquez de 
Coronado. He wrote to the king of Spain on October 20, 
1541: “I reached some plains so vast, that I did not find 
their limit anywhere I went, although I travelled over them 
for more than 300 leagues . . . with no more land marks 
than if we had been swallowed up by the sea . . . . there was 
not a stone, nor bit of rising ground, nor a tree, nor a shrub, 
nor anything to go by.” Having approached the mesa from 
the west, the soldiers of the entrada remarked how the 
escarpment on its boundary resembled a fort or palisade.

While the legendary riches of Cibola and Quivira eluded 
Coronado, who returned to Mexico in disgrace after 
wandering the plains for another year, later speculators 
and colonists did not fail to exploit other treasures of 
the Southwest, from its thundering herds of bison to its 
unfenced rangelands to its deep deposits of fossil fuels and 
the pure underground pool of the Ogallala Aquifer.

The Llano today is a land of ranches and farms, busy 
cities and deserted hamlets, rails and roads, mesquite and 
prickly pear. Canyons carve through its thin crust, and 
the Colorado and Brazos river systems carry its streams 
and soils to the Gulf of Mexico. Blustering winds, hail, 
and tornadoes scour its level expanses—as do occasional 
blizzards, like the December 2009 snowstorm that brought 
Lubbock only its third white Christmas in the century since 
its weather records were first kept.

Text and illustration © 2009 Barbara Brannon

Christmas on the Llano

 
In any weather land for wanderers

to lose their way in, markless western moor
 in want of wood and waterholes,
 without a mountain worthy of the name,
  the prairie draws the seeker to Quivira,
  leads the weary camp to Canaan,
   lures the poor, the criminal, the pilgrim,
   woos the dowser and the bounty hunter,
    those who search and those who strive,
    pursue, entreat, inquire, explore.

 Now in winter, shelter in the lee of
 cedars, mend your fences, tend your cattle
  and your kin. Gather all your grain

and cotton in, bring pheasant from the field,
   set venison and veal and seasoned greens
   upon the table. Trim the candles,
    light a lamp, build a fire, pour the wine.
    Join hands and offer up a solemn prayer:
    to set your compass by a single star,
     your stake upon the barren plain.


